ra— R— S—

Approved For Release 2008/05/30 : CIA-RDP80-00810A007500380005-6

B

INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT
' CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within the ) of the Laws, Title
18, U.S.C. Secs. 793 and 794, the 1ssi or revelati of which in any manner to an pnauthonud person is prohibited by law.
F:_vo_-mgl‘_-]‘_-D;E:N:LLvAgL_‘ 25X1
|
COUNTRY China REPORT 25X1
SUBJECT 1. Destructinon by Fire of Mills in DATE DISTR. 49 July 1955
, Harbin
2. Control of Radios and Population, NO. OF PAGES 2
Herbin
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD 25X1
PLACE ACQUIRED ' . REFERENCES

DATE ACQUIRED This is UNEVALUATED Information|
' SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

Sugar and Flour Mills in Harbin 25X1

1. ) a large sugar mill located on the Sungari River in Harbin
was destroyed by fire. The largest flour mill, whiih employed 500 workers, )
was also destroyed in a similar manner Sabotage was rumored /
as the cause of this fire because & number of mill workers and one Soviet 25X1
engineer had been subsequently arrested. These incidents were not covered
by the press.

Availability, Use, and Registration of Radios 25X1

2, Police registration was a requisite for the possession of & radio set in
China, and periodic visits were made by the police to ensure that all sets
had been registered. Small, 5-to6-tube radio sets were easily obteainsble,
but the purchase of & l5-tube radia required a police permit. The cost of 25X1
a 15-tube Riga set was JMP6,500,000. ‘

3. A law :. forbade.. the Chinese to listen to Western broasdcasts. The Chinese
generally did not have sets powerful enough to receive Western broadcasts;
foreigners, however, could receive Voice of America on a l5-tube set.

25X1
Movement of Population

4. The movement of foreigners in Harbin was unrestricted within e radius of 15
kilometers, beyond which a special permit (Viser) was required. The native

population, however 4 move freely throughout Chine with the exception of
the frontier areas 3

Comments ‘ 25X1

1. |
since 1945 a number of flour mills in Harbin had been 25X1
destroyed by fire. A fire was generally attributed to
"an unknown disaffected person or persons."
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2. all privately owned 25X1

radios were standard broadcast wave length and were not equipped to

receive short-wave signals. Russian-made radios were available at

cooperative stores. After making a selection, an application for per-

mission to purchase the radio was filed and was forwarded to the police

for spproval. | | nabitual listening to the Voice of 25X1
America broadcasts would result in police confiscation of the radios, des-

rite the fact that no prohibitive law existed.

3.
\ \foreigners were qulte free to move

about at will; but they had to make an application to travel to another
town within the same province. Chinese civilians could travel within the

provinecial boundaries without any permit.
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